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SUBJECT: USG PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON MEXICAN NARCOTICS 
CONTROL EFFORT 

REF: MEXICO 11256 

1 . WE AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH THE EMBASSY’S CONCERN 
ABOUT THE GOM'S SENSITIVITY TO USG PRESS STATEMENTS AND 
COMMEND THE POST FOR ITS OBJECTIVE TREATMENT OF THE SUBJEC 
IN THE REFTEL. 
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2. THE POINTS MADE IN THE REFTEL STRESSING THE GOM AS THE 
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RESPONSIBLE ENTITY IN THE ERADICATION CAMPAIGN ARE WELL 
TAKEN AND WILL BE EMPHASIZED IN ANY USG STATEMENTS ON THE 
SUBJECT. 

3- WE ALSO HAVE BEEN CONCERNED WITH THE OVER-EMPHASIS ON 
CITATION OF NUMBERS IN THE CAMPAIGN; WE AGREE THAT DE- 
EMPHASIS IS NEEDED. 

4. ALTHOUGH NOT COMPLETELY FOOLPROOF, AN INFORMAL 
CLEARANCE SYSTEM FOR USG STATEMENTS ON THE MEXICAN NAR- 
COTICS PROGRAM DOES EXIST AMONG CONCERNED AGENCIES IN 
WASHINGTON. THE POINTS RAISED BY THE EMBASSY WILL BE 
INCLUDED AS GUIDANCE HERE AND, WHENEVER FEASIBLE, WE WILL 
ARRANGE FOR CLEARANCE ON STATEMENTS WITH THE EMBASSY. HABIB 
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